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Subject:  "Questions  and  Answers."  Information  from  Bureaus  of  Home  Economics 
and  Biological  Survey,  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture. 
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Today  is  "Please  tell  me"  day.  "Please  tell  me"  how  to  make  good  meat 
gravy,  and  curtains  for  my  kitchen  windows,  and  please  tell  me  where  my  young 
son  can  get  directions  for  making  "bird  houses. 

Well,   I  have  the  answers  to  all  those  questions,  and  a  verse  I've  "been 
saving  to  read  you  on  Tuesday  —  our  "Question  and  Answer"  day.    Here's  the 
verse,  written  by  Philander  Johnson: 

"Mongst  the  initials  on  display 
These  two  are  noted,   "Q"  and  "A". 
Each  question  seeks  an  answer  true, 
Each  answer  brings  a  question  new. 
There's  no  decision  so  profound 
That  queries  new  do  not  abound. 
Existence,   since  its  earliest  day, 
Has  been  made  up  of  "Q"  and  "A" . 

And  so  to  the  first  question:     "Please  tell  me  how  to  make  plain  gravy, 
to  serve  with  beef,  lamb,  or  pork." 

The  answer  to  this  one  is  easy  for  anybody  who  has  made  as  much  meat 
gravy  as  I  have.    First,  of  course,  you  take  the  meat  —  beef  or  lamb  or  pork  — 
out  of  the  roasting  pan.    Then  skim  the  fat  from  the  pan  drippings.     If  the 
roast  was  cooked  in  an  open  pan,  dilute  the  pan  drippings  with  water  or  milk. 
(Drippings  from  a  pot  roast  may  not  need  diluting,  because  they're  less  concen- 
trated.)   How,  for  each  cup  of  gravy  desired,  mix  one  to  two  level  tablespoons 
of  flour,  thoroughly,  with  a  nearly  equal  quantity  of  the  fat.     If  you  like  a 
thick  gravy,  one.  tablespoon  of  flour  to  one  tablespoon  of  fat.    Mix  the  flour 
■ith  the  fat,  add  to  the  pan  drippings,  and  cook  slowly,   stirring  all  the  time 
until  the  gravy  is  nice  and  smooth. 

Now,   if  you're  an  amat eur  gravy-maker,  watch  out  for  lumps.     If  the  gravy 
looks  as  if  it  might  separate,  get  out  the  eggbeater  and  beat  it  firmly.  (Many 
good  cooks  owe  their  success  with  gravy  to  the  eggbeater.)     When  the  gravy  is 
done,  season  it  with  salt  and  pepper.    One  important  thing  to  remember,  when 
oaking  gravy,   is  not_  to  use  too  much  fat.    Be  a  little  skimpy  on  the  fat,   if  you 
like. 

Good  gravy  is  an  important  part  of  the  meal  these  days,   if  you're  trying 
to  extend  the  flavor  of  meat  —  to  make  the  flavor  go  as  far  as  possible. 
A  smooth,   rich,  brown  gravy  is  mighty  good  with  rice,  as  well  as  with  potatoes. 
Another  appetizing  combination  is  fried  salt  pork  and  milk  gravy,  with  hot  bis- 
cuits, or  hominy.     Still  another  —  pork  chops  and  cream  gravy.    But  after  all, 
it's  time  to  leave  the  gravy  question,  and  answer  the  next  one. 


*  2  - 


This  question  came  in  response  to  an  announcement  I  made  last  week,  about 
the  bulletin  called  "Window  Curtaining."    Write  to  the  United  States  Department 
f  Apiculture,  Washington,  D.  C,   if  you  want  a  copy.    Yes,   it's  free,  and  it 

"answer  many  a  curtain- quest  ion.    Like  this  one,  for  instance,  about  kitchen 
ItcZ     I  listener  says  she  can't  make  up  her  mind  whether  to  have  kitchen 
Stains  or  not    Well!7?  can-,  make  up  her  mind  for  her,  but  I'll  auote  the 
"kitchen"  paragraph  of  the  window-curtaming  bulletin: 

"It  is  unnecessary  to  leave  the  kitchen  windows  curtained  even  though 
the  view  is  especially  peasant,  or  the  room  is  rather  dark .  fde  drape rxee  of 
iiam,  glass  toweling,  muslin,  or  some  other  durable  materi &\e^Jla1^^ 
^Stbe  kitchen  more  livable.  A  valance,  if  used,  should  be  reduced  to  a  mere 
£ 1  so  that  it  will  not  interfere  with  ventilation.  ^^^^ * 
have  glass  curtains,  you  may  omit  side  draperies  and  make  .^/^jurtains  °f 
a  thin  material,  banded  with  bright  color,  or  appliqued  with  a  few  motifs. 

Here's  a  picture,  in  the  bulletin,   showing  a  window  over  a kitche n  sink. 
-  ,  curtains  are  of  unbleached  muslin  and  checked  gingham.    Tne  v*la*^  13  * 
•":r7  narrow  double  ruffle  of  the  checked  gingham  -  small  enough  to  admit  plenty 
of  air  at  the  top  of  the  window. 

the  wav  -  here's  a  pretty  window  on  the  gjasosite  page  of  the  curtain 
.ulletif-^hlf  is  girl's  room,  with  " 

ruffled  tie-backs  of  cream  voile,  over  a  glazed  chant*  shade      I  wish  somebody 
■ould  ask  advice  about  curtains  for  a  young  girl's  room,   so  I  could  tel.  more 
about  it.  .  . 

How,  the  next  question.     Somebody's  young  son  is  enthusiastic  about 
building  bird  houses,  but  he  doesn't  know  how  to  go  about  i .    Wei  1.  *^e  5  a 
bulletin  that  should  be  of  help  -it's  called  "Home s  for  Birds       Jus ^om 
,    .  ,  .  „+„-,00    t  i  a  qav  building  a  home  for  Dirds  would  be  easy  as  pie 

ooking  &\th%^f2letAt  oZ)      This  cozy  little  bark  bungalow  ought  to  appeal 
but  remember  I  never  bui.t  °^>;J£8       -  to  make,    According  to 

E.\£°l  t  H  he'sljicity  of  Construction  of  the  fin^-room  bird  house  does 
aW  with  the  necessity  of  detailed  working  drawings  in  most  cases."    tfow    tha s 
just  the  kind  of  bird  house  I'd  begin  with,  if  I  were  a  small  boy  -  a  single  room 
affair,  with  no  "detailed  working  drawings." 

Of  course  the  type  of  house  depends  on  your  birds.     If  you're  expecting 
Of  course  tne  type  o  *  Me      you  can  Mild  a  regular  apartment 

uurple  martins  to  sign  a  lease  ior  me  ^       »  «r  qiot,q+pH  ™nf  That's 

W,  with  several  stories,  and  a  central  air  sha ft  ^  Sgttoned 
too  complicated  for  me.  I  won't  be  architect  and  lan  dl  ady f or  any  high ^  tone  a. 
parple  martins,  if  they  have  to  live  in  a  city  apartment  house  that  looks  liice 

this  illustration.   .  .  ,  v.y,v    Wrpns  will 

Hob  ins  and  bluebirds  are  easier  to  please    and  wrens  -why.  wrens  „1  ^ 
set  up  housekeeping  almost  anywhere  -  in  a  small  box,  witn 

an  entrance.  .  .    This  is  really  an  intriguing  f™3  J"  *  „  0r  your 

the  name.    Write  to  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture  it  you  y 
asters  -  -^bird^lovers^  ^  ^  ^  ^.^  ^  there  ^  be  raore  by 

next  Tuesday.    As  the  poet  said,  _ 

"Existence,   since  its  earliest  day, 
Has  been  made  up  of  '  Q«  and  'A'." 

I'll  be  with  you  again  tomorrow,  as  usual. 


